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2. HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE INTERNET 
ACCESS? 
 

3. HOW MANY PEOPLE HAVE TAKEN IMAGES 
USING TELESCOPES  IN OTHER COUNTRIES 
VIA THE INTERNET ? 
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How to add a new dimension to your observing. 
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YOU MAY NOT OWN 
A TELESCOPE BUT 

YOU OWN A 
COMPUTER 



THE OBJECT YOU 
WANT TO IMAGE 
MAY BE IN THE 

SOUTHERN 
HEMISPHERE 



YOUR TELESCOPE MIGHT BE TEMPORARILY 
OUT OF ACTION 





YOU MAY BE DOGGED BY 
TELESCOPE MISHAPS  



YOU MAY BE DOGGED BY 
TELESCOPE MISHAPS  

AND 



BE UNABLE TO FIND A TIME TRAVELLING 
SCIENTIST TO REPAIR IT 



YOU MAY WANT TO USE A 
TELESCOPE WITH A LARGER 

APERTURE 





PERHAPS YOUR MOUNT IS NOT 
SUITABLE FOR ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY 





YOUR ONLY POSSIBLE TELESCOPE SITE HAS AN 
OBSTRUCTED VIEW IN ONE OR MORE DIRECTIONS 





Image by Dave Walker 

OR MAYBE YOU MISSED THE LOCAL ASTRO SOC 
MEETING ABOUT HOW TO USE A TELESCOPE 





But - we all know what the usual reason for wanting to use a telescope in a 
different part of the world: 
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THE BRITISH 
WEATHER 







JUST BOUGHT A NEW 
TELESCOPE WEATHER 



And of course we are troubled by light pollution in the UK 



ASTRONOMERS DO EVERYTHING THEY CAN TO MINIMISE 
LIGHT POLLUTION 





OR DO THEY? 



SO YOU HAVE THREE OPTIONS: 



1. WAIT FOR THE CLOUDS TO GO AWAY 
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2. GO WHERE THERE ARE LESS CLOUDS 

Moon 

Venus 

Jupiter 





OPTION3: USE TECHNOLOGY TO USE A TELESCOPE REMOTELY 



IF YOU HAVE INTERNET ACCESS 
YOU CAN START YOUR REMOTE 

IMAGING TONIGHT 
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•THE FIRST THREE SYSTEMS  REQUIRE YOU TO “PLACE AN 
ORDER” FOR AN IMAGE TO BE TAKEN AND THEN WAIT FOR 
IT TO BE DELIVERED BY EMAIL OR  FOR AN EMAIL 
NOTIFICATION THAT YOU CAN DOWNLOAD IT BY FTP. 
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•THE FIRST THREE SYSTEMS  REQUIRE YOU TO “PLACE AN 
ORDER” FOR AN IMAGE TO BE TAKEN AND THEN WAIT FOR 
IT TO BE DELIVERED BY EMAIL OR  FOR AN EMAIL 
NOTIFICATION THAT YOU CAN DOWNLOAD IT BY FTP. 
 
•THE FOURTH SYSTEM ALLOWS YOU TO CONTROL THE 
REMOTE TELESCOPE DIRECTLY AND  TO OBTAIN THE IMAGE 
IMMEDIATELY. 
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4. The iTelescope.net (formerly Global Rent-a-Scope) network of  12 
telescopes with telescopes in New Mexico USA, Nerpio Spain , Victoria 
Australia. Includes a 6 inch refractor, 10 inch astrograph, 12.5, 17 and 20 
inch Dall-Kirkham Astrographs,  3 and 4 inch wide field refractors. 
(Subscription required)  
 
 











SYSTEM  1  
MICRO-OBSERVATORY 
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•Users control the MicroObservatory telescopes and download their 
images themselves, with no human intervention in the loop.  
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•Users control the MicroObservatory telescopes and download their 
images themselves, with no human intervention in the loop.  
 
•You can access the Observing With NASA "Control Telescope" web 
interface at anytime.  
 
•The telescopes are weatherproof and do not require a dome for 
protection, and the "Control Telescope" software automatically lets 
users know which targets are up that night.  
 
•After you choose your target and select an exposure time, colour 
filters and other parameters, you submit your email address along 
with your request for the telescope to take the image that night.  
 
•The next day (or within 48 hours) you will receive an email 
notification with links to access and download your very OWN image. 
 





LINK 

http://mo-www.cfa.harvard.edu/MicroObservatory/


































EMAIL FOR ASTREA 

THREE IMAGES TO DEMONSTRATE MOTION OF ASTEROID 
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OTHER IMAGES FROM MICROOBSERVATORY TELESCOPES 



NGC 891 



Andromeda Galaxy Quasar 3C-273 Irregular Galaxy 

Lagoon Nebula Lagoon Nebula Lagoon Nebula 

Red 

Red Green Blue 

Blue Green 

Orion Nebula Orion Nebula Orion Nebula 



Quasar 3C273 



SYSTEM 2  
BRADFORD ROBOTIC TELESCOPE 



Another remote site – you can go here  



TENERIFE 



Bradford Robotic Telescope 



Bradford Robotic Telescope 

Located in Tenerife on 
Mount Teide 



Bradford Robotic Telescope 

Located in Tenerife on 
Mount Teide 





LINK 

http://www.telescope.org/


You can check 
the local 
weather 















NGC 891 

NGC 891 USING THE BRADFORD ROBOTIC TELESCOPE 



SYSTEM 3  
SIERRA STARS  OBSERVATORY NETWORK 

(SSON) 



LINK 

http://www.sierrastars.com/






















120 









YOU WILL NEED TO DOWNLOAD THE 
FILEZILLA FTP PROGRAMME 





ON 21ST March I found  a suspicious object near M108 and 
requested an image from Sierra Stars 



Len Adam 22nd March 2012 
Celestron 14 Spain 

Len Adam 2nd April 2012 
0.61m Sierra Stars California 













SYSTEM   
i-Telescope.net 

Formerly Global Rent-a-Scope 
(GRAS) 



LINK 

http://www.itelescope.net/
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THE END 


